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Betty Duncan Coon, Executive Director of Schools 

March 15, 2014 

Dear ACA Family, 

We would like to thank each and every parent who has graciously heeded our requests for patience and understanding during the 

implementation of our drop off/pick up procedures at both campuses.  At the Bowen location we know it is a major inconvenience for 

you and your family as we begin the construction process.  However, we appreciate the additional effort each of you are giving to this 

procedure.  Our exponential growth is a testament to the degree that our parents value their children having a stellar educational 

experience.  As we grow, we are fortunate to currently be in a position which will allow us to add classroom space so that we can 
accommodate our student body as they advance through the eighth grade. 

Our reputation is our most valuable tool for ensuring the ability to sustain our school for years and years to come.  I am afraid with 

some of our neighbors, especially at the Bowen location because of that location residing in a residential neighborhood, our reputation 

may be somewhat threatened.  Some of the things that have been reported to me that have contributed to tarnishing our reputation are 

incidents such as blocking the entrance to specific neighborhoods or driveways, blocking the streets which prohibit the neighbors from 

being able to enter or leave their neighborhood, and even a few instances of verbally or non-verbally responding to neighbors in an 

inappropriate manner. 

Please know that I understand that what I’ve described above represents a very small part of our community!  ACA is a loving, 

accepting, caring community that works hard for our school and wants only the best for it.  The vast majority of you would never do 

anything to hurt our school or its fine reputation.   

We must do our best to ensure that ACA traffic does not impede the major thoroughfare of traffic on Bowen.  To that end, ACA has 

enlisted the assistance of the Arlington Police Department in keeping the traffic on Bowen flowing as much as possible. Starting 

Monday, March 17, the officer on duty will be closing the entrance to the Bowen campus at approximately 2:15 p.m. each day.  This 

is to prevent traffic from lining up and eventually stalling traffic on Bowen.  The entrance will re-open at approximately 3:35 p.m. to 

allow traffic to begin entering and lining up for pick-up procedures.  If parents have official school business (volunteering or pick up 

for doctor’s office, for example), you may inform the officer of your intent and he will allow you on campus to park. 

So, how can you positively contribute to the solution?  Please help us by following these simple procedures: 

 Please do not arrive before 3:35 p.m. to pick up your child  

 Remain in your car at all times while in the pick up/drop off lines 

 If at Bowen, consider the option of allowing your child to walk to the Church on Rush Creek, under supervision! 

 Please do not turn right from the left lane, getting in front of those who have appropriately waited in lines 

 Prominently display your child’s nameplate in the front dash/window 

 Follow directions of teachers and administrators when asked to move and/or pull forward 

 Join us in the mutual commitment to speak respectfully to all children and adults 

 Be kind to one another by using exemplary driving etiquette 

 

I understand life is hectic and some of you are enduring schedules/deadlines that seem insurmountable.  However, when we all work 

together, we will ALL get where we need to be safely and in a timely manner.  We deeply value each of you and truly hope that you 

will receive this letter in the manner it is intended…with love for you and your children in our hearts! 

 
Sincerely, 

Betty Duncan Coon 

Executive Director of Schools 


